Doc-U-Drama

The Case of the Sticky Eyeball  
Cast

ER Doc

Resident

Nurse

Scene I  (ER at a teaching hospital)

ER doc:  okay, it’s beginning to start hopping around here.  Did you see the kiddo in 3b?  What’s he got?

Resident:  Yeah, it is getting busier.  Is it always like this?

ER doc:  Well, Saturday afternoons are usually pretty busy because all the regular doctor’s offices are closed.  (getting impatient)  so, how ‘bout 3b?

Resident:  Right, down to business.  Patient in room 3b is a 3-year-old Caucasian male who fell while climbing a bookshelf and struck his right supra-orbital ridge on the corner of the coffee table.  No reported loss of consciousness.  Mom freaked out and brought him here.

ER doc interrupting:  Yeah, we see a lot of that.  Wish we had more time & ideas about preventing these kinds of accidents.

Resident:  Yeah, Mom is a little uptight… anyhow, On exam, he’s a squirmer, but he has a 1 cm laceration in the supra-orbital region, just below the brow.  Neuro exam is grossly normal.  Bleeding has slowed down now.  Probably need a stitch or two…

ER doc interrupting again:  yeah, yeah, okay, sounds fine, I’ll just take a quick peek at him and then let you suture it up.  I’ve seen you sew up a few lacerations this month and it sounds like this is one that you can easily handle on your own.  Think about what you need to do to immobilize the kid.  I’ve got to check the x-rays on that guy in room four.  The guy fell off a ladder and probably has a tib-fib fracture.  I guess those brochures we had printed out to “BE CAREFUL!” didn’t work well.
Resident:  I didn’t get a chance to add that Mom is really hyper about the possibility of a scar. She wants us to use the “glue”  (making quotation marks in the air)

ER doc:  Well, what do you think?

Resident:  From what I’ve read, it would probably be a reasonable option as long as the bleeding has stopped.

ER doc:  Right. Okay.  Do you think that you can handle applying it?

Res:  Well….I’ve never done it myself before but I saw you do it twice last week…Looks pretty easy.

ER doc:  Sure.  Easy as pie.  Easier than stitches really.  I’ll just check out the kid and then you can zap it on while I take care of that old guy with the tib-fib fracture.

Scene II  ( a few minutes later)

ER doc:  Looks fine.  You’re right about the kid and the Mom.  Go ahead and use the dermabond.  

Res: Sure.  I’ll take care of it. 

ER doc:  Nurse, the kid in the janitor’s closet – our Resident MD is going to take care of him – set him up with dermabond, okay?
Nurse:  Got it.  The mom is upset – she’s not going to be much help holding the kiddo.  

Res: Janitor’s closet?

ER doc:  Formerly belonged to housekeeping – we won that battle for space!  It’s a good size for our dimunitive, uncomplicated patients.  Everything is close at hand in there – and fortunately there’s not enough room for the whole family.  Just be careful to check that you have everything you need before you start.
Scene III   (20 minutes later)

Resident:   (comes running out of the exam room)  Quick!  Dr ER!  The dermabond got in the kid’s eye…he was squirming around, ya know, and crying and I didn’t realize it was dripping, the eye is totally glued shut!  The kid is howling and Mom is yelling about her kid being blind!  Oh man!  I can’t believe that I messed up so badly!

ER doc:  What?!?!  You glued his eye shut!!!!  How did that happen?!?!   Didn’t you put any protective gauze over the eyes?!?!  Where was your nurse?!?!  Why wasn’t she holding the kid down?!?!  I thought that you know how to use that stuff!!!!!

Nurse:  That Mom is really wigging out.  She’s on the cell phone calling her husband and he’s on his way over here.  I told her that she’s not supposed to use the cell phone in the hospital…. (trailing off)…I really wish we’d called in more help… it would have taken an army to hold that kid still….
ER doc:  Alright.  I’ll go take a look at it.  (to the nurse)  You better call risk management and get them down here before Dad shows up.  (to the resident)  You better not go back in there.  I’ll handle it.  Why don’t you spend the rest of the day in the library. Look into the literature and on the web….  See if there is anything in FDA’s Maude database on Dermabond.  Got it?
Res:  Gee…I’m really sorry.  Do you think that he’ll be okay?  Maybe I should talk with the Mom and apologize.  It was an accident.  Truly.

ER doc:  I don’t think an apology would help the situation right now.  The kid will probably be okay. I’ll call the ophtho guy.  Oh, he’ll love this call on a Saturday….I’ll let you know what happens.

