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2. By close of business October 31, 2008, contact your patients who have these devices to
educate them about the signs and symptoms of drug underdose and withdrawal.

3. Effective immediately, all patients that present with an intrathecal pump should be
provided with education about the signs and symptoms of drug underdose and withdrawal.

Additional Information: Clinicians should be aware that VHA patients may have had these catheters implanted at
non-VHA facilities and if they present at your facility, they need to be informed of the
signs and symptoms of drug underdose and withdrawal.

Sources: A VA Medical Center, FDA, Medtronic

Attachments: 1. Medtronic Safety Alert, June 2008
2. Medtronic Recommendations for Implant Techniques
3. Medtronic Recommendations for Patency Verification

Contact: Tom Bauld, National Center for Patient Safety, (734) 930-5890
Andrew Rennie, Medtronic Neuromodulation, (763) 526-9738


